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Christmas package 


Seasonal stories and photos, as 
well as Christmas Mass schedules, 
are featured in this issue beginning 
on page 7. 
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| ace atune festivities 


© Celebrations marking the feast of 

( ©» Our Lady of Guadalupe were held > 

a © last weekend. See stories and 
seca pages 3-5. 


| — : i 
Bishop’s greetings 
Bishop Leo T. Maher presents his 
annual Christmas message to 
Catholics of the San Diego diocese. | 
See page 6. © 
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Local Briefs 


Hispanic ministry workshop slated 

MENLO PARK — The Catholic Hispanic Institute of 
California announces a workshop, ‘‘Basic Introduction to 
Hispanic Ministry and the Tercer Encuentro Process”’ 
Jan. 19-23 at Vallambrosa Center. 

The workshop, led by Sister Carmen Sarati, CSJ, and 
Father Richard Garcia, will be presented in English for 
priests, seminarians, deacons and brothers. 

Objectives of the workshops are for participants to 
become more aware of the historical process of the Vercer 
Encuentro, to read and reflect upon some of the basic 
documents in the Encuentro process and to become more 
conscious of the history, culture and faith expressions of 
Hispanics. 

The institute is a project of the California bishops for 
establishing a coordinated regional evangelization 
process. For registration information contact the Hispanic 
Institute office, (619) 443-4851. 


Schools host open houses 


SAN DIEGO — St. Augustine and Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace high schools will hold open houses for 
parents interested in enrolling their children at either 
school next year. 

OLP’s open house will take place Jan. 10, 11 a.m. to 2 
p-m. Placement tests are scheduled for Jan. 17, 8 a.m., at 
the academy, 4860 Oregon St. 

St. Augustine’s will sponsor an open house Jan. 11, 
12:30-3:30 p.m., with placement tests Jan. 17, 8 a.m., at 
the school, 3266 Nutmeg St. 

For more information call OLP at 297-2266 or St. 
Augustine at 282-2184. 


+ Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Vhursday, Dec. 18, 3:30 p.m., bishop’s office, 
mecting of executive board of the Spanish-speaking 
Education Committee. 

Friday, Dec. 19, 5:30 p.m., St. Didacus Church, 
60th anniversary Mass and dedication of new hall. 

Sunday, Dec. 21, 6 p.m., bishop’s residence, 
chaplains’ annual Christmas dinner. 

Vhursday, Dec. 25, midnight Mass, St. Joseph 
Cathedral, Christmas liturgy. 

Monday, Jan. 5, to Friday, Jan. 9, Manresa Re- 
treat House, Azusa, retreat for bishops of Region 
XI. 
Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 

Saturday, Dec. 20, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m., St. Joseph 
Cathedral, retreat for youth. 

Sunday, Dec. 21, 7 p.m., Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, San Diego, Christmas celebration. 

Monday, Dec. 22, 1 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Hispanic leaders’ luncheon. 

‘Tuesday, Dec. 23, noon, bishop’s dining room, 
annual Christmas party. 

Saturday, Dec. 27, 2 p.m., St. Joseph the 
Worker, Loma Linda, Mass of thanksgiving. 

Sunday, Dec. 28, 2 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Baptism. 

‘Tuesday, Dec. 30, 6 p.m., Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, San Ysidro, Charismatic leaders’ meeting. 

Wednesday, Dec. 31, 10 a.m., Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, San Bernardino, conference. 
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Newspaper observes holidays 


ALCALA PARK — The Southern Cross will take 
a two-week break from publication beginning next 


week so that the staff can observe the holidays. 

During this time the staff will make revisions in 
the newspaper’s format. There will be no issue Dec. 
26 or Jan. 2. The next issue of the Southern Cross 
will be Jan. 9. 


Catholic Daughters scholarships 


NEW YORK — The Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas (CDA) will be offering a number of scholarships 
for teachers involved in special education and unrestricted 
graduate scholarships. 

The special education grants, offered each year since 
1961, are made in association with the National Catholic 
Education Association. In 1987 the grants will be worth 
$500 each. 

The graduate scholarships have no restrictions on the 
field of study. ‘wo will be offered, one for $1,000 and one 
for $500. 

Scholarship application forms can be reached at the 
nearest CDA court or by writing to Marilyn Harris, 
National Scholarship Chairman, 256 East Hurlburt, 
P.O. Box 913, Hermiston, Ore., 97838. 


Church featured in publication 


NORTH PARK — Three photographs of the interior 
of St. Patrick Church are included in a new national 


publication meant to guide the building or renovation of 


Catholic places of worship. 

“Envrionment and Art in Catholic Worship,”’ a 
publication of the U.S. Catholic bishops’ Committee on 
the Liturgy, and published in 1978, has just appeared in a 
second edition. Over 75 photographs, including those of 
St. Patrick’s, illustrate the construction or renovation 
plans of outstanding architects and: consultants. Most of 
the work reflects the period since 1978. 

Armando Ruiz was the architect for the St. Patrick’s 
interior renovation, which began in the summer of 1984. 
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Notre Dame _ student prospects 


SAN DIEGO — The Notre Dame Alumni Schools 
Committeee invites all high school seniors interested in 
attending the University of Notre Dame and their parents 


to a Communion brunch at the Marine Corps Officers’ 


Club Jan. 11. 

The meeting will begin with a 10 a.m. Mass celebrated 
at the club, followed by a buffet brunch. Questions 
regarding admission requirements to the university will 
be answered following the brunch. 

Students currently enrolled at Notre. Dame will be 
available to answer any questions for prospective students 
and their parents. Registration is requested by Jan. 10. 
For more information contact Frank Whitton, 757-6837, 
or Clancy Wilson, 271-4024. 


School dedicates new offices 


MIRA MESA — Dedication ceremonies for Good 
Shepherd School’s new 1400 square foot office expansion 
was held Dec. 2. 

The entire student body, faculty and staff, along with 
parishioners and school parents joined in the dedication, 
conducted by Msgr. Eamonn Lyng, pastor of Good 
Shepherd Church, ; 


Joining Msgr. Lyng in the ribbon-cutting ceremony 


were principal Sister Bernardine Morrisroe, RSM, and 
Rick Kneeshaw, project coordinator. An open house 
followed the ceremony. 


USD offers seniors program 


ALCALA PARK — The University of the Third Age, 
a program of the University of San Diego without exams, 
papers or grades, will run from Jan. 5 to Jan. 22 at the 
Manchester Executive Conference Center. 

The program, which provides a daily physical fitness 
class and a diverse curriculum of lectures for those 55 
years or older, is beginning its eighth season. 

Some of the lectures offered are: Romantic Islands of 
the South Sea Islands, Nutrition in Health in 1987 and 
Film Analysis — Class Discussion. 

The University of the Third Age is sponsored by the 
School of Graduate and Continuing Education. Cost for 
the 24-lecture series and physical fitness class is $55. For 
more information call 260-5682. 


Thinking of making 
a Charitable contribution 


in order to reduce 
your tax dollars? 


Time is running out! 


The new tax law reduces your tax rates, 
making your contribution worth far less in the 
coming years. 

A charitable gift now offers you Maximum 
Tax Savings which will not be available in 
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consider the benefits to be gained if you. make 
your contribution before the end of this year. 
Put your tax dollars to work for the poorest of 
the poor — the suffering millions of the mission 
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photo by Jim Carr 
ADIOS — Participants celebrating the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Dec. 12 in 
Imperial pay final homage to the statue conveyed by truck from Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church,.Brawley. The image led a caravan of vehicles on the nine- 
mile journey to the Midwinter Farigrounds. 


MELODIC PRAISE — Students from Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy, Calexico, 
sing in procession to church for a Mass in honor of their school’s patroness. Father 
Barry Vinyard, pastor, celebrated the liturgy which was also attended by students 
from Vincent Memorial High School. 


| 


Advent » Christmas Music Series 1996 
St. Brigid’s‘Catholic Church 
4735 Cass Street, San Diego 
Sunday, Becember 21st, 4:00 p.m. 
St. Brigid Handbell Choir and Youth Choir 
The Hanging of the Greens, a ceremony 
during which the church is decorated for 
_ Christmas. 


| x _— Wednesday, Becember 24, 10:00 p.m. 
Concelebrated Christams Eve Mass 
The Mass in Honor of St. Nicholas by 
Haydn. Sung by the Parish Choir and Solo 
Quartet: Frances Hansen, Soprano; Jensine 
Ha King, Alto; Patrick Biggs, Tenor; William 
e@ 8 a Nolan, Bass. With the Otto Feld String 
Quintet, Oboes and French Horns. Colleen 
Mack, Assistant Organist; Jerry R. Witt, 
Organist/Choirmaster. 


Thursday, December 25, 11:30 a.m. 
St. Brigid Schola will sing ‘‘Missa Ad 
Praesepe’’ (Mass At The Crib) 
By the English Composer George Malcolm 


. mae The Rev. Msgr. Sean Murray, Pastor 
The Rev. Dennis Mikulanis, $.T.D., Associate 
Jerry Witt, Organist/Choirmaster 


Our Lady of Guadalupe 
feast unites valley 
Catholics in celebration 


By Joyce Carr 


IMPERIAL — The Midwinter 
fairgrounds was destination for about 
1,000 people from nine Imperial Valley 
parishes who celebrated the feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe here Dec. 12. 

The 5-foot-high statue of Mary also 
journeyed to this site from Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church, Brawley. 

It traveled ‘the nine-mile trip in the 
back of a Toyota pickup truck driven by 
Carlos Benevidas. Behind the image a 
banner proclaimed the spirit of the day 
with the words, ‘‘Viva la Vergen’’ (long 
live the Virgin). A spotlight in the truck 
illumined the makeshift shrine. 


The truck led a carvan of six cars and a 
parish bus, organized by Father Francis 
Sierra, OLPH pastor. 

The procession’s 20-mph speed attract- 
ed the attention of travelers in the left lane 
who slowed down to view the spectacle. 

The statue also commanded the 
attention of the assembly who stood and 
applauded as it was carried down the cen- 
ter aisle of the Casa de Manana Building. 
It reigned during the celebration from a 
6-foot-high pedestal behind the portable 
altar. 


Visuals of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
abounded. Several banners of this image 
were carried in the entrance procession. 
Her features also appeared on the chas- 
uble worn by Bishop Leo T. Maher, prin- 
cipal celebrant of the liturgy. 

The vestment was made by the Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration in Mexicali and 
given to Our Lady of Guadalupe parish in 
honor of the recently deceased Dolores 
Mercado, said Father Barry Vinyard, 
pastor and one of the coordinators of thé 
event. 

Concelebrants of the evening Mass 
were Father Joseph Mel Collier, pastor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, El 
Centro, Father Frank Wagner, OMI, 
pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Brawley, 
and 12 other clergy from Imperial Valley. 


The liturgy flowed with the rhythm of: 
Spanish hymns and alternating English 
and Spanish prayers and readings. 

Bishop Maher told members of the 
congregation he saw in them God’s gifts. 
of “‘beauty, love and compassion”? as the 
beauty of a family can be seen ‘through a 


picture window. 

He cited Mary’s 16th century appear- 
ances to Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill near 
Mexico City as one of the many miracles 
which fill the lives of believers. He said 
that the miraculously painted image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe on the Indian’s 
cloak testified to the authenticity of her 


apparitions, 
In his homily delivered in Spanish and 
English, Father Collier emphasized 


Mary’s love for all her children, ‘‘both 
dark-skinned and light-skinned.”’ 

“Catholics look to Mary as our 
mother, but we do not treat others as 
brothers and sisters,’’ he said, citing 
widespread poverty and discrimination 
throughout the world. 

“That is why Mary appeared to Juan 
Diego,’’ he continued. The homilist 
urged the crowd to heed her message, ‘‘to 
live together in unity and charity and es- 
tablish the kingdom for which Christ 
died.”’ 

Matachines (Indian) dancers formed 
part of the Offertory procession preceded 
by Melida and Ventura Roman who car- 
ried baskets of valley-grown citrus fruit. 
Four quinceaneras (girls who recently cel- 
ebrated their 15th birthday) presented the 
bread and wine. 

Alicia Restrepo, diocesan consultant 
for the Spanish-speaking in Imperial Val- 
ley and coordinator of the event, was 
moderator during the liturgy. Lectors 
were Raymundo Bracamonte and Belen 
Luna. 

The 12-member Rondalla de Colores 
band led the congregational singing which 
included several hymns to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

In his final blessing Bishop Maher 
prayed for families and their children, 
catechists, evangelists, field workers and 
the sick. 

The celebration enabled participants to 
extend their role from parishioners to 
members of “‘the greater church,’’ Father 
Vinyard said. 

Sister Mary Asuncion Mata, CVI, said 
she was “‘impressed by the piety, partic- 
ipation and love for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe”’ she witnessed at the Mass. 

“The people showed their love for the 
Blessed Mother through the beautiful 
music,’’ said Clara Gonzales of St. 
Margaret Mary Church, Brawley. 


‘ky KK ENOUGH TO 


CHARM A CYNIC...One of 


those films that make you pleased to be 
a human being.” 
— Peter Stack, San Francisco Chronicle 


“EXHILARATING...A real lift 


to the spirits.” 
— Kevin Thomas, Los Angeles Times 


“A GRIPPING FILM.. 


Unexpected humor.” 
. —Jim Verniere, Boston Herald 


“A WORK OF LOVE... 


A fascinating portrait... 
You'll leave inspired.” 
— Dorothy Mackinnon, Washington Post 


A FILM BY ANN AND JEANETTE PETRIE 
NARRATED BY RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH 
RS/S8 PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
PETRIE PRODUCTIONS € 1986 
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PARTICIPANTS — Queens and 
princesses of parish Guadalupana 
Confederations were among the many 
persons who took part in the 
Guadalupe procession. 


photos by Sam Lucero 


PROCESSION — Hundreds of people participated in the nearly began at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church and ended at the 


four-mile march in honor of the Blessed Virgin last Sunday. It | Community Concourse downtown. 


Virgin of Guadalupe inspires Hispanics 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Numerous flower-adorned floats and 
hundreds of marchers, some dressed in traditional 
Mexican Indian costumes, processed nearly four miles 
Dec. 14 in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of 
the Americas. 

Bishop Leo ‘T. Maher and Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert 
Chavez participated in the procession that included parish 
Guadalupana Confederations, youth groups and 
Defensores de la Fe Catolica (Delenders of the Catholic 
Faith) from ‘Vijuana. 

The procession began at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church on Kearny Avenue and wound its way downtown 
to the Community Concourse for a 2 p.m. concelebrated 
Mass. 

Bishops Maher and Chavez were joined by Bishop 


Emilio Berlic of Tijuana, Bishop Ulises Macias Salcedo of 


Mexicali, and more than 30 diocesan priests for the 
liturgy in Golden Hall. Deacon Gilbert Velarde, 
president of the diocesan Guadalupana Confederation, 
assisted at the Mass attended by over 2,000 people. 
Prior to the liturgy about a dozen people attired in 
Matachines (Indian) costumes performed a traditional 
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RESPITE — Two of the .procession’s younger 
participants pause for refreshments. 


dance before a portrait of Our Lady,of Guadalupe. 

In his homily, Bishop Chavez told the congregation this 
annual San Diego event was a twofold celebration because 
it also kicked off the diocesan. jubilee scason — 


commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Diocese of 
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San Diego and the 25th anniversary of Bishop Maher’s 
episcopal ordination. 

He said Our Lady of Guadalupe came. to bring spirit 
and a reason to live to Indians like Juan Diego, to whom 
the Virgin appeared on ‘Tepeyac Hill outside Mexico City 
in 1531. ‘‘She came to give meaning to the lives of those 
who are suffering.” 

Our Lady’s message was that Christ invites all who are 
baptized, and even those who are not baptized, to a new 
life, he said. 

The Virgin asks for another miracle, the conversion of 
people so they will serve one another and the church, he 
added. 

Bishop Chavez reviewed the history of Hispanics under 
the three bishops who have led the diocese since its 
founding in 1937. 

Like Our Lady of Guadalupe, Bishops Charles Buddy, 
Francis Furey and Maher ‘‘have given life to the 
Hispanic people”’ in the diocese, he said. This can be seen 
in the naming of three parishes after the patroness of the 
Americas. 

These three bishops have respected the Hispanic 
culture, he added. 

please turn to page 5 
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| « OLG festivities 
launch diocesan 


jubilee season 


dressed in 
Matachines (Mexican Indian) costumes performed a 
dance in Our Lady’s honor prior to the Mass. : 


TRADITIONAL ATTIRE — Dancers 


continued from page 4 

Faith can be expressed through a people’s culture, 
Bishop Chavez said. Hispanics have the ‘‘right’’ to 
celebrate Mass and receive the sacraments in Spanish, he 
added. 

The U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on Hispanics states 
that they ‘‘are a gift to the Church’”’ in’this country, the 
homilist said, adding that 500 years of Hispanic Catholic 
evangelization will soon be commemorated in Latin 
America. 

Bishop Chavez noted that banners displayed at the 
Mass listed the five themes of the Third Hispanic 
Encuentro — evangelization, integral education, youth, 
formation of leaders and social justice. 

To express hope for continuation of the Encuentro 


From 


OFFERING — Bishop Maher was presented with roses 
by Guadalupana Confederation members at the 
process, five roses symbolizing these themes were 
presented to Bishop Maher after the homily. 

Bishop Chavez reminded the congregation that roses 
are important to the Guadalupe tradition. 

The Virgin had instructed Juan Diego to wrap roses in 
his mantle to deliver to the bishop of Mexico City. When 
the Indian opened the cloak the flowers had disappeared 
and was miraculously replaced by the image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. 

During the Offertory members of parish Guadaluparia 
Confederations also presented roses, one for each of the 
diocese’s 50-year history. 

These years “‘are bound up with great devotion to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, so it is fitting to open the jubilee on 
her feast,’’ Bishop Maher said during remarks after 


the staff and associates 
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the New Year. 


4470 Hilltop Drive, San Diego 
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photos by Sam Lucero 
Offertory. One rose was given for each year of. the 
diocese’s existence. 


Communion was distributed. 

Many miracles are involved in the apparition of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, he said, noting as one of these the 
Virgin’s image on the mantle which now hangs in the 
Mexico City basilica. 

Hispanic people reflect her beauty and loveliness, he 
added. ‘*You are a wonderful people and God has given 
you many wonderful gifts.”’ 

After the liturgy Guadalupe festivities continuéd with a 
banquet at the Holiday Inn downtown. Hundreds of 
people attended the dinner which featured entertainment 
by mariachis and folklorico dancers. 

Deacon Velarde presented Bishop Maher with roses on 
behalf of the diocesan Guadalupana Confederation at the 
dinner. 
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Viewpoints 


Christmas: A 
time when God 
touches us all 


By Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Mankind, having cut the umbilical cord between 
heaven and earth, has a need for a new line to reach 
heaven. 

Christmas 
restored. 

Divisiveness thrives in the various systems that tend to 
glorify the human person without the divine. Factions 
spring up which divide and confuse people. There is an 
erosion of morality, for everyone is an authorjty unto 


restores the cord and the divine life is 


themselves. Freedom becomes license and the spirit of 


lawlessness is instilled. 

The vertical dimension is severed. The shift is from the 
sacred to the secular span of life. Traditions are 
diminished in favor of a more habitable contemporary 
culture of narcissism. 

Then we celebrate Christmas, and Christ Emmanucl, 
God With Us, appears. He comes to be with us to restore 
the lifeline from earth to heaven. He comes to join 
mankind into a community through a new type of love, to 
break the barriers that divide us and promote authentic 
freedom in the truth of the gospel. He speaks with 
authority. The heavenly Father sends him to sct us right. 

Like a fisherman, he throws out a line to save us as we 
are battered by the turbulent waves on the sea of life. No 
wonder we welcome and rejoice in this Christmas, which 
is the ‘‘humanization’”’ of the word made flesh. he self- 
communication of God reaches its definitive fullness in 
the history of creation and salvation. he first-born of all 
nations, becoming incarnate in the individual humanity 
of Christ, unites himself in the same way with the entire 
reality of mankind. The mystery of the incarnation 
constitutes the climax of giving, this divine _ self- 
communication giving new life. 

Christmas is the time to rejoice and acknowledge the 
greatest gift ever giveri-to mankind, for Jesus Christ is 
sent to us from God our Father. He comes in the form of a 
child, wrapped in swaddling clothes. Christmas is a 
person, Jesus Christ. He comes to show us how to live by 
loving. 

We witness the greatest exchange of gifts: Jesus Christ 
takes the gift of our humanity, with all its vibrance and 
beauty, and gives to each of us in return a share in his 
divinity, making us his brothers and sisters. 

Our simple humanness takes on a transformation. Our 
destinies become clear. Our inheritance guarantees 
eternity forever, an eternity of knowing we are loved, 
wanted, accepted and treasured by God. We are proud 
possessors of a precious gift, Jesus Christ. 

It was a Jewish custom to have minstrels come when a 
child was born, to play music and rejoice with the familiy. 
Since Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 80° miles from 
Nazareth, this ceremony could not be carried out. 
Instead, the angels served as minstrels, singing a song 
that no earthly choir could sing so well: ‘‘Glory to God in 
the highest and peace among those with whom he is 
pleased.’’ This song of praise is an acknowledgment, as 
the scriptures are, that the coming of Christ is bathed in 
an atmosphere of fulfillment, to make a new beginning 
possible. 

According to the Third Evangelist, the Mosaic Law of 


the first born, which involved various duties and 
priviledges, also applied to Jesus. 
In his Epistle to the Hebrews, Paul refers to the 


celebration of the first-born Hebrew passover in Egypt, 
when the destroyers of first-born men and beasts did not 
touch the Israelites. 

But in the New Testament, first-born applics to those 
who have pre-eminence over others. ‘Vhus, Christ is 
called the first-born among the brethren. hat is, among 
the Christians who are his adopted brethren. 

He is the first-born of all creation, born of the Father 
before creation and from eternity. He is called the first- 
born from the dead, the first to be raised from death to-a 
glorious and immortal life. Christ’s resurrection forecasts 
the general resurrection of the faithful. 

No wonder we say, ‘“‘Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace to people of good will.’”’ Vhe gloria is the 
sublime triumphal chant of redemption. This jubilant 
praise to the most high resounded throughout the world. 

The angels sang melodies such as the listening world 
had never heard; melodies as might be sung only to grace 
a triumph, wherein the eternal God celebrated the’ 
victories of his own boundless love. 
harmony filled all creation. 

May the heavenly harmony penetrate the depth of your 
hearts to bring you the true joy of this Christmas scason, 
and may the Star of Bethlehem guide you to the Babe of 
Bethlehem. 


This heavenly 
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fie Pontius’ Puddle 


DON'T YOO THINK AT CHRISTMAS 
TIME CREATURES SHOOLD STOP 
PRACTICING GREED, PREJUDICE, 
AND INJUSTICE 


I CERTAINLY DO. WITH ALL 
YEAR TO PRACTICE WE OOGHT 


TO HAVE THOSE THINGS 
PERFECTED! G_) 


hristmas not always thus 


Christmas, the high festival of our culture, is the one 
time during the year when we Puritan work-ethic heirs 
take time out to celebrate. We don’t have the joyous 
Octoberfests, Mardi Gras, and other festivals our 
European relatives enjoy. We package everything into 
December. 

But I was surprised to learn that it was not always thus. 
Back in 1643, England’s Roundhead Parliament banned 
all observance of saint’s days and sternly forbade the 
observance of Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide. And 
it stated determination to enforce the ban with troops. 

In our own Puritan Massachussetts, it was likewise 
against the law to celebrate Christmas. Vhe Great Court 
there decreed in 1651, “‘Anybody who is found observing 
by abstinence from labor, feasting or any other way, any 
such day as Christmas day shall pay for every such offence 
five shillings.”’ The law remained in effect for thirty 
years. 

Why such restrictive laws and punitive attitudes toward 
a celebration of Jesus’ birth? Part was due to the 
Reformation, of course. Christmas celebrations, largely 
religious in nature, were Popish, Catholic and 
unacceptable at a time when Catholicism was considered 
one of the great evils in society. 

A second reason stemmed from the belief that to be 
sacred religion had to be grim and foreboding. One did 
not smile in church nor exclaim joy in experiencing God's 
presence. 

God was imaged as a stern and punitive taskmaster 
who kept a careful log of our wrongdoings and virtucs, 
toting them up daily to keep us aware of our eventual fate 
on that fearful day we would meet and answer to Him. 
Celebrations were considered work of the devil, not of 
Christ. 

We see vestiges of this still today — people who cannot 
‘smile at the exchange of peace because they are in church, 
parents who frown at children who frolic in the pew, 
parishioners who won’t chuckle over a homily joke. But 
we're getting better as we discover a less forbidding God 
in our lives. ; 

Some of the charismatic and evangelistic congregations 


On the ninth day 


By Father Edd B. Lleva 


It may sound Hispanic, but Misa de Gallo is a Vilipino 
religious preparation for Chrisunas. Misa de Gallo (Mass 
of the Rooster) or Stmbang Gabi in the Vilipino language is 
a nine-day celebration of the Holy Mass before the 
Nativity. ‘Traditionally in the Philippines, it runs from 
Dec. 16 till Dec. 24 at dawn. 

Misa de Gallo originated in Central and South 
America. It came to the Philippine Islands in the 17th 
century during the Galleon trade between Acapulco and 
Manila. Vhese nine days before Chrisunas are devoted to 
a popular novena in honor of the Holy Child (La novena del 
Nino). 

In the decorated church, the crib is ready, sct up for 
Christmas, the only figure missing is that of the Child, 
since the manger is always kept empty unul the Tloly 
Night. The novena service includes the Mass and carol 
singing. A lengthy homily is given usually by the pastor 
over the nine consecutive days, the most appropriate time 
for him to give religious instructions. 

A similar tradition happens in Central Europe with 
their so-called ‘“‘Golden Nights’ or the ninc-evening 
singing of the ‘‘O Sapientia,”” which started during the 
Middle Ages. 

In the Philippines, Misa de Gallo is also called Alisa de 
Aguinaldo (Vhanksgiving Mass). ‘Vhe faithful express two 
reasons why they make it a point to complete the novena. 
First, Christmas is the ume to give thanks to God for the 
graces received during the year; Secondly, they wish for 
prosperity in the coming New Year. Filipinos celebrate 


Talks — Parents 


Dolores Curran 


discomfit us because they are so spontancous and joyous. 
A few years ago, when I delivered a lecture on family 
before a large interfaith group, someone in the audicnce 
shouted out enthusiastically, ‘‘Amen, Sister,’’ and two or 
three others echoed him. 

I was non-plussed, stopped in mid-sentence and 
laughed. ‘‘You have to forgive me.’’ I said..‘‘?m a 
Catholic and this doesn’t happen in our church. But | 
think it’s wonderful.”’ They reacted with applause. 

The Puritan law makes me reflect on how we would 
observe Christ’s birth today if it were illegal to do so. 
Let’s pretend a totalitarian regime ruled our country, as it 
does others, and severely punished any open celebration 
of the holiday. 

Gone would be department store materialism, partics, 
trees, trappings that have subsumed the real celebration 
of Jesus’ birth. In its place we would be furtively planning 
quiet liturgies and get-togethers to mark the religious 
meaning of the holiday. 

If we were putting our lives or reputations on the line 
by acknowledging the significance of Christmas in our 
beliefs and daily lives, | wonder how precious the nativity 
scene would be and how meaningless the tinsel and gifts 
would beconie. 

Would we be courageous to defy the law? What would 
we do in the secrecy of our homes to celebrate? Would we, 
like earlier Christian forebears, develop secret codes and 
meeting places? Would we risk our lives and jobs to 
celebrate an illicit Christmas liturgy? 

I pray we will never have to face such decisions but 
thinking about it might help us put the real celebration of 
Christmas in perspective. 

Dolores Curran is syndicated columnist for All Publishing Co., 
Bay, Wis. 


of Christmas 


Christmas from Dec. 25 up to the Feast of the Li phipany, 
Jan. 6. It is the longest holiday in the country. 

Misa de Gallo is-the most sacred and festive celebration 
in the Philippines. As carly as three o'clock in the 
morning people are awakened by the tolling of the church 
bells; Chrisunas carols are played through the church 
towers and parishioners (usually neighbors) flock to 
church as carly as possible to get seats for the one-and-a- 
half-hour service. 

Tiendas (small stores made of bambous and nipa leaves) 


Green 


‘These 


are constructed around the church yard. are 
beautifully decorated with colorful) lanterns and 
Chrisunas lights. After the Mass, the tiendas furnish 


snacks made only during the Simbang Gabi. No one gocs 
home belore cating pulo bongbong (vice bread), swnan (vice 
cake) and salabat (ginger tea). 

In the same spirit, Filipino Catholics in the Diocese ol 


San Diego celebrate this beautiful tradition mm the 
different parishes with — Vilipino communities. ‘These 
Filipinos hold the novena in the evening from Dec. 15 to 


23, an anticipated Misa de Gallo. Elere’s the schedule for 
the different parishes: 

St. Mary’s, National City, Dec. 15-23 at 8 p.m. 
Holy Family, Linda Vista, Dec. 17-25 at 7 p.an. 
St. Rita’s, Dec. 15-25 at 6:30 p.m. in Filipino. 

St. Michael's, Paradise Hills, Dec. 21-25 at 7 p.m. 
Good Shepherd, Mira Mesa, Dec. 15-25 at 7 p.in. 


This religious celebration is one of the projects of the 
Diocesan Pastoral Commission for Vilipinos. 
Father Lleva ts associate pastor al St. Mary Church, National Culy. 
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HOPE. FOR HOMELESS — Clients occupy themselves as they wait to enter the 
shelter for men operated by Catholic Community Services in Imperial County. 
Shown on the first anniversary of the shelter’s opening are David Stratton, left, 


Robert Avila, Ne’ko Belton, Richard Logan. 


photo by Joyce Carr 


photo by Jim Carr 
FAMILY OF FRIENDS — Staff and residents relax in the living room of the House 
of Hope, El Centro. Shown are Supervisor Martha Ehrentraut, front, Gustave 
Ehrentraut, left, director of CCS Imperial Valley Services, house parent Mary 
Sowell, resident.aide Lahoma Hisel, resident Yolanda Lara with her children Delia: 
and Thuy, and resident Frances Spillers. 


Valley shelters reveal Christmas spirit 


i By Joyce Carr _ : 

CALEXICO — Homeless men at Our Lady of Guad- 
alupe Shelter witness the Christmas spirit all year long. 

According to Maria Urias, supervisor, no member of a 
group will enter unless all his companions have been.ad- 
mitted. If one man has two pair of trousers, he will give 
one pair to someone in greater need. 

This Christmas about 30 men will relax in the ‘TV 
room of their temporary home operated by Catholic 
Community Services (CCS). Five years ago this room 
served as a chapel for Victory Noll sisters residing in the 
21-room convent. 

Urias decorated a 3-foot-high artificial Christmas tree 
on top of the TV — the shelter’s sole reminder of the 
holiday season. 

Every afternoon men line up outside the front en- 
trance. Their admittance to free overnight lodging re- 
quires them to sign a roster and agree to observe house 
rules — no alcoholic beverages, no smoking in sleeping 
quarters, no female visitors. 

They receive dinner, breakfast and clothing, if needed. 
They can remain from 3:30 p.m. to 8 a.m. for an indefin- 


ite number of days, said Gustave Ehrentraut, director of 


CCS Imperial County Services. 

Most of the men turned away head for the “‘hole,”” a 
weed-covered riverbed near the railroad tracks in south 
Calexico. At least six or seven men can be found there any 
night, even in 20-degree winter temperatures, Urias 
explained. 

She described a man, ‘‘an alcoholic since he was 12,” 
who often sleeps in the hole. He hobbled to the shelter, 
his legs apparently stiffened from frostbite. Urias said she 
gave crutches to the 34-year-old man ‘who looks like he’s 
SO AE 


Emergency relief 

For others, the shelter provides stop-gap relic! in time 
of misfortune. 

Enter Richard Logan. He said he left Malibu for Mex- 
ico a week ago. While eating in a Mexicali restaurant, his 
car was stolen. He claimed he could not meet Mexican 


ART PROJECT — Emelia Lopez displays a Santa Claus 
mobile for Carlos Yepiz, one of many Christmas art 
projects made by Martha Makley’s fourth grade class 
at Our Lady’s School. Our Lady’s students were among 


police’s demand for money to help him recover his 
vehicle. 

Instead he crossed the border to Our Lady of Guad- 
alupe Church, Calexico. Father Barry Vinyard, pastor, 
directed him to the shelter which Logan said has been his 
home since then. 

“It’s an excellent place for a guy to get back on his 
feet,’’ said 41-year-old David Stratton. The unemployed 
electrician praised the ‘‘clean, well-run environment,” 
adding he will stay there while working during the day in 
lettuce fields near Holtville. 

He said he would like to marry his giflfriend in Mex- 
icali if he ‘‘can get enough money and find a secure job.”’ 

The 21-room shelter was opened last year on the feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Since then it has housed 
about 700 men and served some 20,000 meals. Clients’ 
ages range from the 20s to the 80s; most are dependent, 
Ehrentraut said. 

The building is owned by Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church, which provided it rent-free the first year. A few 
residential workers and volunteers assist Urias in opcrat- 
ing the facility. 


A $54,000 grant from the California Department of 


Housing and Community Development (HCD) enabled 
CCS to remodel the shelter and purchase beds and appli- 
ances, the director said. 


House of Hope | 

CCS also operates a 10-room home in El Centro for 
women and their children who can remain for 30 to 60 
days. During this time staff and volunteers help them se- 
cure benefits such as welfare payments, low-income hous- 
ing, employment and medical attention. 

Most residents are in their 30s, with three or four 
children, Ehrentraut said. ! 

However, unwed pregnant girls have also lived at the 
home. All have delivered and kept their babies, said 
Martha Ehrentraut, the director’s wife and volunteer 
supervisor. 

She said the shelter offers a family-like atmosphere 
maintained with the assistance of two house parents and 


photo by Veronica Garcia 
the hundreds of children on hand for Santa’s arrival by 
helicopter Dec. 16 at Sherman Elementary School, an 
event sponsored by the San Diego Police Department 


and the Chicano Federation. 


two volunteer resident aides. . 

The supervisor told the story of a 68-year-old former 
resident who left Birmingham, Ala., last summer search- 
ing for her grandchildren she thought lived in California. 
Martha was called to pick her up at the E] Centro Grey- 
hound Bus Depot during lastJune’s 110-degree heat. 

She found the woman ‘“‘sitting on a bench reading the 
Bible.’’ She was confused and suffering from a temper- 
ature. . . her ankles and legs were swollen. She had been 
hitchhiking rides, the supervisor said. 

The traveler stayed at the House of Hope two weeks 
while she was nursed back to health. She also received 
help in obtaining a bus ticket to Birmingham, Martha 
explained. 

This diocesan-owned facility has housed over 200 
women and children since it opened in August 1984. Its 
rules are similar to those of the Calexico shelter for men. 

When its 15-bed capacity is reached, the staff attempts 
to house applicants in homes of local residents or in a mo- 
tel. The latter service is financed by Federal Emergency 
Maintenance Allowance (FEMA) funds, Gustave said. 

HCD and FEMA funds have covered part of the exten- 
sive repairs and renovation needed to convert the former 
day care center into a comfortable, colorful home. 

Parishioners of St. Mary Church, El Centro, also add- 
ed to the new look. Jim Raymond drew up plans for the 
remodeling. Arnie Luckin donated the material and labor 
for one of the bathrooms, the director said. 


Services and funding 

CCS provides professional counseling to residents at 
the men’s and women’s shelters and contracts with the 
Imperial County Department of Mental Health to work 
with emotionally disturbed clients, Gustave said. 

Government sources have provided most of .the funds 
for the shelters, he added. Other moneys are obtained 
from United Way, CCS clinical fees and donations from 
churches, service clubs and individuals. 

The director’s efforts are motivated by a desire to 
‘*provide food, clothing, shelter and relief from emotional 
distress’’ to those in need. 

Donations to the shelters can be sent to Catholic Community 
Services-Imperial Valley, 497 S. 4th St., El Centro, CA 92243. 


Our Lady’s students 
eye Santa’s flight | 


SAN DIEGO — Students from Our Lady’s School 
joined with their nearby public school counterparts to 
greet Santa Claus as he arrived by helicopter Dec. 16 at 
the Sherman Elementary School playground. 

Some 1,400 children were on hand for Santa’s visit 
which was sponsored by the San Diego Police Department 
(SDPD) and the Chicano Federation. 

Each child there received a stocking and a gift, said 
Richard Scherer, Our Lady’s principal. He noted that the 
event had special significance because it involved the joint 
cooperation of public and private schools with community 
agencies. 

After greeting students at the playground, Santa 
boarded a low rider for a trip to the nearby Chicano 
Federation office where he would remain until Friday, the 
principal said. ; 

SDPD’s recent ‘‘adoption”” of Our Lady’s School 
made possible the students’ participation in the second 
annual Santa visit, Scherer said. Vhe police department 
has taken the school under its wing, he said. Police 
provide assistance when needed and are working to 
promote good relations with the school’s 250 students, he 
added. 

Our Lady’s School is a joint school of Our Lady of 
Angels and Our Lady of Guadalupe parishes. 
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St. Brigid Church St. Vincent de Paul Church 


4735 Cass Street, San Diego, CA 92109-2698 4077 Ibis Street, San Diego, CA 92103 
Ree ; CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 
Reconcilation (Confessions): Wednesday, December 24 — Confessions: 11 a.m. to 12 noon, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. & 7:00 
Saturday, December 20 — 3:30-5:00 and 7:30-8:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 21 — 7:30-8:30p.m. Masses: 7:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. (Fulfills Christmas Obligation), 10:00 p.m. (Midnight 
Tuesday, December 22 — 11:00-12:00 N; 3:00-4:00 and 7:30-8:30 p.m. Mass); No Mass at Midnight 
Christmas Eve Masses: Thursday, December 25 — Christmas Masses: 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. Children’s Liturgy No Evening Mass. 
10:00 p.m. First Mass of Christmas with Parish Choir 
Christmas Day Massce: New Year’s Schedule 
7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, December 31 — Confessions:, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
No 5:30 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day ‘Masses: New Year’s Eve Mass, 5:30 p.m. (Fulfills Holyday Obligation) 
Thursday, January 1, 1987,-New Year’s Day Masses: 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 
& 11:00 a.m. 


Mission San Luis Rey 


4050 Mission Avenue, San Luis Rey, CA 92068-9798 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 
December 17, Wednesday — Penance Liturgy: 7:30 p.m. 
December 21, Sunday — Las Posadas & Blessing of Crib: 4:00p.im. 
December 21, Sunday — Ceremony of Lessons: 6:00 p.m. 
December 24, Wednesday — Confessions: 11 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Masses — 6 & 8 p.m. (Contemporary Mass) 10 p.m. & Midnight (Choir- 
Tickets Required) 
December 25, Christmas Day Masses: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. 
December 31, New Year’s Eve: 4:00 & 5:00 p.m. 
January 1, New Year’s Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. 


Mary, Star of the Sea 


7727 Girard Avenue, La Jolla, CA 92037 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve — in Parish Church: 
Christmas Vigil Mass — 5:15 p.m. 
Spanish Mass — 6:30 p.m. 
Concelebrated Midnight High Mass. 
Christmas Carols — 11:30 , 
Folk Mass in Parish Hall at Midnight 
Christmas Day — Mass in Parish Church: 
7am., 8 a.m., 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 12 noon and 5 p.m. 
Confessions: 
Monday, December 22nd — 7 p.m. Penance Service 
Tuesday, December 23rd — 10-12 noon, 4-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24th — 3-4 p.m. 


St. Michael Parish 


2615 Homedale Street, San Diego, CA 92139 


CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, December 24th — 
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir; 7:00 p.m. Folk Choir; 9 p.m. Music for Organ and Brass; 
10 p.m. Parish Choir. 
Christmas Day, December 25th — 
8 a.m. Organ (no choir); 9:30 a.m. Folk Choir; 11 a.m, Parish Choir; 
12:30 p.m. Organ (no choir). 
No Evening Mass. 


St. Patrick’s Church 


3821 Adams Street, Carlsbad CA 92008 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 

Tuesday, December 23 — Contessions 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. & 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24 — Confessions 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Christmas Eve Masses — 4:30 p.m., 6 p.m.,Children’s Liturgy 
Christmas Day Masses — Midnight, 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Noon Mass in Spanish — NO EVENING MASS 
December 31, New Year’s Eve — Vigil Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
January 1, New Year’s Day Masses — 7:30 a.m.,9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
There will be no Noon, 5:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. Masses on New Year's Day, which is the 
Feast of Mary, the Mother of the Lord, a Holy Day of Obligation. 


We wish you every Joy 
and Blessing of this Happy 
Christmas Season 
From the staff of the 
‘Southern Cross 
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St. Gabriel’s Parish 


13734 Twin Peaks Rd., P.O. Box 867, 
Poway, CA 92064 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 

-m., 
Midnight in the Church; 12:15 a.m. in the Hall. 
Thursday, December 25, 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 


All Hallows 


6602 La Jolla Scenic Dr., La Jolla, cA 92037-5799 
1986 — CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 
Reconciliation - Penance 
Saturday, December 20 — 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 22 — 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23 — 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Weduesday, December 24 — 10:00-12 Noon 
MASSES 
Christmas Eve — 5:30 and 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Carols Prior To Both Masses 
Christmas Day — 7:50, 9:00, 10:30 a.in., 12:00 Noon. NO EV ENING ALASS. 
New Year’s Day — 3:50 p.m. (Vigil), 7:50, 9:00, 10:30 a.in., 12:00 Noon, 
NO EVENING MASS. 


Our Lady of Grace Parish 


2766 Navajo Rd. Fletcher Hills, El] Cajon, CA 92020 


SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, December 20 11:00 a.m.-12 noon; 4:00-5:00 p.m. Monday, December 22 
4:00-5:00 and 7:00-8:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 23 11:00 a.m.-12 noon; 4:00-5:00 p.m. 


Please come to confession on time. 


There will be no confessions after 5:00 p.im., December 23. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. Concelebrated Mass, Bob and Kristi Dean and the Children’s 
Choir. 8:00 p.m. Concelebrated Mass, Contemporary Choir. 10:30 p.m. Concelebrated 
Mass, ‘Traditional Choir. 

Christmas Day 

7:00, 8:30, & 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
‘There will be no evening Mass on Christmas Day. 


St. Michael’s Church 


15546 Pomerado Rd., Poway, CA 92064 


CHRISTMAS 1986 
Penance Service 7:30 p.m., Vhursday, December 18, Confessions December 20, Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-12 noon and 3:00-5:00 p.m.; December 23, ‘Tuesday, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
MASSES ‘ 
December 24, Wednesday — 5:15 p.m. — Children’s Mass. 9:30 p.m. — Mass of the 
Nativity, Parish Choir. 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 25, Thursday — 7:30 a.m. — Congregational Singing 
9:00 a.m. — Parish Choir 
10:30 a.m. — Volk Choir 
12 Noon — Congregational Singing 
Solemnity of Mary 
New Year’s Eve, December 31, — Wednesday 5:15 
New Year’s Day, January 1, — ‘Vhursday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12 noon. 


Immaculate Conception 


2540 San Diego Ave., San Diego, CA 92110 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE — 1986 


December 22, Monday — Penance service 7:30 p.m. 

December 23, Tuesday — Conlessions 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Masses — 5:15 p.m. Vigil of Christmas; 7:30 p.m., Vigil of Christmas; 
11:30 p.m, POSADA and BLESSING OF CRIB. 

Christmas Masses — 12:00 Midnight in Church; 12:05 Fr, Junipero Serra Hall. 
December 25, Christmas Day Masses — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 pan. NO 
EVENING MASs. 

December 31, New Year's Eve — VIGIL MASS 5:15 p.m. 

January 1, New Year's Day Masses — 8:30, 9:45, 11:00 am., 12:15 and 5:15 p.m. 


St. John’s Church 


1638 Polk Ave., San Diego, CA 92103 


CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, December 23 — Confession: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., 4:30 to 5:20 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24 — Confession: 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve, December 24 — Carols 8:30 p.m., Mass 9:00 p.in., No Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day, December 25 — 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12 noon. 
New Year’s Eve, December 31 — Contessions: 4:30 to 5:20 p.m., Mass: 5:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Day, January 1 — Mass 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12 noon. No Evening Mass. 


Sacred Heart Church 


627 B Ave., Coronado, CA 92118-2299 
CHRISTMAS 1986 


VIGIL MASS 
Wednesday, December 24 — 5:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy; 11:30 p.m. — Concert; 12:00 
Midnight — Church only. ‘ ; 
Thursday, December 25 — Masses at Regular Sunday Hours; 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., ~ 
10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon. 
Wednesday, December 31 — 5:30 Vigil Mass, 12:00 Midnight mass 
Thursday, January 1, 1987 — Mass at Regular Sunday Hours; 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
10:30 a.m. and 12:00 noon. 
hose who receive communion at the Vigil or Midnight Mass may receive once again at 
any of the morning masses on Christmas Day or New Year's Day. 
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FATHER GRINCH — Priest causes holiday furor 
, by denying Santa’s existence. 


Anti-Santa priest 
angers parents 


COLONIA, N.J. (NC) — Parents said a New 
Jersey priest tried to kill Santa Claus, but his pastor 
said he was only trying to convey the true meaning 
of Christmas. 

With parents in an uproar over a parish priest’s 
remarks debunking Santa, the pastor has 
apologized for ‘‘any lack of sensitivity’’ but stressed 
that Christ’s birth is the real point of Christmas. , - 

Children should “‘enjoy a Christ-centered Advent 
and Christmas season,”’ the pastor said. 

The incident began at a Saturday Mass for 
elementary school children at St. Jobn Vianney 
Church in Colonia Dec. 6, the Feast of St. Nicholas. 

According to parents, the associate pastor, Father 
Romano Ferraro, told the children in his homily 
that there is no Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindcer, 
and Santa Claus is dead. 

He reportedly told them that if they pretended to 
go to sleep Christmas Eve they could catch their 
parents putting the ‘‘Santa’’ presents under the 
tree. 

Father Ferraro and the pastor, Father Francis 
Sergel, would not talk to the press. Inquiries to the 
parish were directed to the diocesan 
communications office in Metuchen. 

In a prepared statement released by the diocese, 
Father Sergel expressed regrets for any 
“disappointment or disillusionment on the part of 
children or any awkwardness or difficulty’’ for 
parents that Father Ferraro may have caused. 

He said it was ‘‘unfortunate’’ that his associate, 
in emphasizing the spiritual meaning of Christmas, 
may have downplayed ‘‘cultural and secular aspects 
of this season.” 

Father Sergel noted in his statement that ‘‘Santa 
Claus’”’ is an alteration “‘by folklore and language”’ 
of St. Nicholas, “‘the fourth-century bishop and 
martyr who cared for the poor.”’ The legend of St. 
Nicholas ‘‘distributing secret presents to children 
has become associated with Christmas Eve,’ he 
said. 

Father Sergel said that in the parish’s Christmas- 
related activities “‘we include class parties for the 
school children and hold events like last Saturday’s 
(Dec. 6) Christmas bazaar, so that children can 
greet Santa Claus and enjoy gift-giving and 
receiving during this holiday season.”’ 

But, he added, ‘‘the emphasis on the birth of 
Christ and his love is always to be paramount at 
Christmas.”’ 


. 


Churches remind 
people of true 


Christmas meaning 


Laurie Hansen 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Bombarded by holiday 
glitter, slick television advertising campaigns and the 
crush of shopping mall crowds, it’s easy to forget whose 
birthday Christmas really is. 

The job of the churches, contends Milo ‘Vhornberry, 
director of Alternatives, is to remind people that 
Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ. 

Alternatives is a 13-year-old non-profit organization 
based in Ellenwood, Ga., dedicated to providing 
resources to people who wish to live more responsibly and 
consume less. 

To help individuals and churches fight commercialism 
this Christmas, Alternatives has published two packets of 
alternative gift-giving guidelines, activity resources and 
worship aids that are titled ‘‘Whose Birthday Is It 
Anyway?” and “‘Santa Doesn’t Come to the Poor. Jesus 
Did. Will You?”’ 

Alternatives’ 1986 Christmas packets say that too often 
Christmas becomes a sad rather than joyous occasion 
because people are harried, lonely, depressed or 
disappointed. Many find themselves pressured into 
buying gifts for family and friends who don’t really need 
them. 

The organization advocates giving Christmas gifts in a 
way that “‘honors the birth of Christ, expresses our love to 
our family and friends, and our concern for the carth.”’ 

. Alternatives also suggests: 

° Restricting exposure to pre-Christmas ‘‘hoopla’’ by 
turning off the television set more often, making fewer 
trips to shopping malls, and ridding the home of 
Christmas catalogues. 

© Getting involved in Christmas activities that are less 
““consumption-oriented,’? by making gifis at home, 
Christmas caroling or celebrating with an Advent 
calender. 

¢ Including senior citizens, foreign students, street 
people, refugees and those who would otherwise be alone 
in family and church celebrations. 

° Giving gifts of time to society by helping with a local 
senior citizen lunch program, visiting prisoners, or 
participating on a housing board. 

° Giving homemade presents to family or friends by 
sewing soft toys or floor cushions, framing a favorite 
picture, building a spice rack or gerbil cage, stringing 


necklaces, or writing a family history. 


The packet advises consumers who choose to purchase 
gifts to “‘buy with conscience’’ and question the values 
promoted when parents buy their children ‘‘war toys,” 
gifts that reinforce sexist or racist attitudes, or board 
games that teach competition rather than cooperation. 

One of the goals of the campaign is to divert a portion 
of the estimated $25 billion spent each year in the United 
States on Christmas gifts to ‘‘people who really need it,”’ 
Thornberry said. 

He asks church members to estimate what they spent 
on decorations and presents last year and channel 25 
percent of that amount to agencies that help the poor. 

Thornberry calls this effort ‘ta way to help people 
restore perspective to a season that often degenerates into 
a religion-sanctioned orgy of self-indulgence.”’ 

Following Alternatives’ lead, Scattle’s St. Joseph 
Parish is sponsoring for the second year an alternative 
Christmas bazaar, said Barbara Geraci, director of the 
missions office of the Archdiocese of Seattle. 


She said the parish invites community-based groups to 
sell handmade ‘‘life-affirming’? goods at the bazaar. 


Gospel infancy narratives show 
different aspects of the Savior 


By. Veronica Garcia 


ALCALA PARK — A religious studies professor at the 
University of San Diego wishes people would not blend 
the two Gospels dealing with the birth of Christ. 

The story line in Matthew’s infancy narrative is 
different from Luke’s because they present different 
statements of who Christ is, said the Rev. Jack Lindquist, 
a Lutheran minister who instructs Scripture classes at 
USD. 

These two Gospels describe ‘‘two different sides of the 
Christ reality. Christ is both lowly and majestic,’’ said 
Lindquist, who taught a three-part course on the infancy 
narratives for USD’s Institute of Christian Ministries this 
‘Yhonth. 


“In Matthew, Christ is presented as the Messiah of 


Israel, the light of the Gentiles.’’ This Gospel open's with 
a geneology that traces Christ back to Abraham, the 
father of Jewish faith, he said. 
_ Joseph makes the decisions and receives the angelic 
messages in Matthew’s Gospel. 

This narrative also features the Wise Men who visit the 
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2-year-old Jesus at his house, bringing him the ‘‘wealth of 
nations,’ Lindquist said. Because Matthew portrays 
Jesus as king, ‘“‘when the Wise Men come they’re not 
coming to the St. Vincent de Paul Shelter,’’ he said. 

Luke’s Gospel highlights lowliness and humility, he 
explained. It is the story of a lowly, Hebrew girl of 15 who 
gives birth to God’s son, a man who reaches out to the 
poor, weak and helpless. 

The night of Christ’s birth is detailed in Luke, 
Lindquist said. Yo obey the census, the family travels 
from Nazareth to Bethleham to register. ‘“Uhey are like 
the refugees seen on the TV news today ... They’re 
little people who have to do what they’re told by the big 
people.” 

Although the infancy narratives are different, 
theologically they are not contradictory, Lindquist said. 
Rather, these Gospels present different Christologies 
(doctrines of Christ) describing who and what Christ is. - 

Lindquist noted that Jesus Christ was not born on Dec. 


please turn to page 11 


C photo by Jack Hamilton 
BIRTHDAY PARTY — Meili Kwong, 4, of La Crosse, 
Wis., can’t wait to share in a birthday cake for the 
infant Jesus during a Christmas party at St. Joseph's 
Cathedral in La Crosse. 


Profits go to help their organizations. 

Kathleen White, of the Social Action Department of 
the Diocese of Davenport, Towa, disseminates 
Alternatives’ ideas in the department newsletter because, 
she said, it’s important to avoid just ‘‘attacking the 


commercialism of Christmas’’ without presenting positive ; 


alternatives. 

In order to spell out concrete ways of implementing the 
U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on the cconomy for those 
who attend workshops she presents, Gail Britanik, 
director of social action for Catholic Charitics in the 
Diocese of Youngstown, Ohio, said she copics and 
distributes Alternatives’ suggestions. 

Next year she plans to organize Advent workshops for 
families during which they would discuss making 
budgetary decisions and how the Gospel should influence 
Christmas gift-buying habits. 


photo by Veronica Garcia 
TREE DECORATORS — Ray Howard (right) holds a 
box of Christmas balls while Mark, a resident at 
the Mt. Vernon home for developmentally disabled 
adults in Lemon Grove, decorates the tree. Howard 
was one of 14 St. Pius X RENEW group members 
who visited the home Dec. 13 to help residents 
hang Christmas decorations and sing Christmas 
carols. Eight of the 11 residential homes for 
developmentally disabled people in the county 
were scheduled to have similar parties, said Linda 
Carlton, group coordinator. St. Pius parishioners 
were slated to host six of these, she added. The 
event was cosponsored by the Association for 
Retarded Citizens. 
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» |« Infancy stories 
show two views 


continued from page 10 


25. If Luke, chapter two, is to be given any significance, 
the Son of God was probably born sometime in the spring 
near Passover. This Gospel passage describes shepherds 
watching over their flocks the night Christ was born, a 
springtime activity, he said. 
In ancient Roman pagan religion, Dec. 25 was the feast 
of Sol Invitus, the invincible sun. This day celebrated the 
e le reemergence of the sun god and the increase in daylight, 
Lindquist said. Vhe feast was one of joy, happiness and 
gift giving. 
“All the things our secular Christmas is’’ were 
contained in this ancient Roman holiday, he said. 
Because the church ‘‘could not get rid of this old pagan 
holiday, it Christianized the fun and frivolity.”’ he feast 
of the sun god became the birthday of the son of God 
during the fifth century, he explained. 
The Feast of the Epiphany, commemorating the 
coming of the Magi, is actually an older celebration.than 
Christmas because it dates from the third century, 
Lindquist said. He added that Greek Orthodox or 
2ie Eastern Christian churches give more significance to this . : : : : 
lease thandces thes Westeltceband: CHRISTMAS PLAY — The University of San Diego performers. Pictured in a scene from Bethlehem are 
: English and Campus Ministry departments joined three kings played by Stephanie McCullough, left, 
fap Dee co Belen eat HOI Aca with the Old Globe Theatre Dec. 11-13 to present Hartzog Clamon and Ursula Bugembe. Lori Townsend 
br arg eek uns ed ee a ee eee a “The Mysteries, From Creation to Christmas.” The portrays Mary and Zachary Hitchcock plays Joseph. 
the feast of Christ’s birthday. ‘‘John 1: 1-14 is the Gospel 14-act performance enlisted several USD students, | The play was directed by David Hay. 
read that day. It is about the.incarnation of the eternal alumni and professors as well as Old Globe 
word in Christ, whenever that occurred,’’ he said. Luke’s 
nativity is read on Christmas Eve, he added. 
Lindquist explained that many pagan practices f 
worldwide have been Christianized. The Most Reverend Archbishop of Los Angeles Roger Mahony: 


The Christmas tree stems from Norse tree worship and 


the practice of decorating the sacred groves with lights, he 66 ‘THE MISSION’ IS BOTH 


photo by Sam Lucero 


The Scripture professor noted that the Gospel reading 


said. These trees were fertility symbols. i 
wf Cin am a hw ie ABSORBING AND COMPELLING 
where it is supposed to represent the tree on which Christ 2 4 
will be crucified. and deserves serious attention by all of us who 
eee oe ar by ancient leas ae, ee share in the on-going history of the Church’s 
including as door decorations to symbolize birth an ° ’ 1.799 
dah tale ot service to the peoples of today’s human family: 
‘Every form of Christianity has pre-Christian customs 
that have been- baptized and used for purposes of 
communicating the Gospel,”’ he explained. 
Phys “A Magnificent “A sweeping 
SAN DIEGO VOLVO INC. Achievement! spectacle! 
5316 Kearny mesa Hd. Robert Bolt’s epic Dynamic! : 
ej San Diego, CA92111 279-9700 screenplay stands aoe This ; 
| with his ‘Doctor eme is dynamite 
Zhivago, played out in 
‘Lawrence of pure passion. 
Arabia’ and ‘A A stupendous 
VOLVO Man For All true story!” ¢ 
Seasons. ‘The —NEWSWEEK, Jack Kroll 
ELIEVE IN ae er 
ACAR THAT YOU CAN B Mission’ aa 
| VCLONSNONONONONONE1@1ENSLENeLelelerelelelelensierer Rca spirit, uplifts - 
é s e heart, invigor- This superb 
! = r} b] 
| e . = e e 
ees: Mn Y oving <)} lemory $ ates the mind. A. movie should be 
: : Fy remarkable film! on your must-see 
© Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 2 —TODAY/NBC+TV, list. One of the 
@ beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy : Gene Shalit e ar’s be st!” 
© eternal happiness and peace. Amen. 3 y' H 
e = —USA TODAY, Jack Curry 
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| @ NELL NELSON Funeral Mass: December 5, 1986 $ 
| $ at Blessed Sacrament Church. = a 
FF 8 
| $ LEE WILLIAMS Memorial Mass: December 8, @ 
$ 1986 at Blessed Sacrament Church. * @ 
/ 8 ¢ ROBERT JEREMY 
i @ FELIPE M. SOLIS, Sr. Funeral Mass: December = 
\ ; 6, 1986 at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. $ D EK N I RO I RO N S 
e : nee 
§ BARBARA VITCO Funeral Mass: December 9, @ oe eS Se 
@ 1986 at St. Patrick’s Church. $ é é THE 
@ = 
H DIMITRI SENOFF Funeral Mass: December 10, $ 
@ 1986 at Blessed Sacrament Church. é 
ee s 
¢ ® : Went Frees cme Le een § REGAL WER z 
Teena s ROBERT DE NIRO. JEREMY IRONS foe 
; ; "THE MISSION" Music by ENNIO MORRICONE Witten by ROBERT BOLT %, Film 
: $ Produced by FERNANDO GHIA and DAVID PUTTNAM Directed by ROLAND JOFFE ces 
Fy é [PG Pwerra commer susie | DIO [east stee0)” cone on meron DISTRIBUTED BY WARNER BROS. Te ewe . 
é . e SSS 
: oodbodk : : cnt 
: tins ae - OPENING DECEMBER 25th 
. 3 
- 582-1700 5 EXCLUSIVELY AT MANN’S CINEMA 21 
@ @ 
e BOULEVARD CHAPEL « 5027ELCAJON BLVD. 8 NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT. 
wie SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA § FOR GROUP SALES CALL 1-800-237-2321 
* 28 e e : ; 
FONMISNSNSNSNSISNSOIENONOIONE1OIele1eNe1ereVerenrang or call Shirley Becker, (213) 653-9600 ror turther information. 
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Pope issues 
1987 message 
on world peace 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul II said 
disarmament and economic development are essential to 
world peace and urged nations to reduce weaponry ‘‘to 
the minimum necessary for legitimate defense.”’ 

In his 1987 World Day of Peace message, the pope said 
the world should end its reliance on ‘‘a security based on 
arms.”’ 

Disarmament and development are ‘‘two of the most 
crucial problems facing the world today,”’ he said. 

~Jensions resulting from the failure to resolve these 
issues “‘present serious threats to world peace,’’ the pope 
said in his message. 

“States have a responsibility for world peace and this 
peace cannot be insured until a security based on arms is 
gradually replaced with a security based on the solidarity 
of the human family,’’ said the pope. 

The pope also urged ‘‘those who practice violence and 
terrorism’’ to end their activities ‘“‘even if the goals 
themselves are just.”’ 

“I beg you to turn away from killing and harming the 
innocent. I beg you to stop undermining the very fabric of 
society. ‘The way of violence cannot obtain true justice for 
you,” he said. 

Pope John Paul asked governments to strengthen 
family life and protect family values. He said a healthy 
family life is a building block of national peace. He also 
critized foreign aid programs ‘“‘that virtually force 
communities or countries to accept contraception 
programs and abortion schemes as the price of economic 
growth.”’ 

These programs ‘‘violate the solidarity of the human 
family because they deny the values of human dignity and 
human freedom,”’ he added. 

Other obstacles to peace necding solutions, according 
to the papal message, include: 

e The growing foreign debt of poor counties. 

° A growing economic, scientific and technological gap 
between the developed and underdeveloped nations. 

© Ideologies that foster hatred and racial and religious 
intolerance. 

® Arbitrary border closings that deprive people ‘of the 
ability to move and to better their lot, to be reunited with 
their loved ones, or simply to visit their family.”’ 

The 5,000-word papal message is tiled ‘Development 
and Solidarity: Two Keys to Peace.”’ It was dated Dec. 8 
and released at the Vatican Dec. 11. World Peace Day is 
celebrated in the Catholic Church Jan. 1. It was 
inaugurated in 1967 by Pope Paul VI. 

Pope John Paul said that social and political problems 
must be faced with ‘‘an attitude of social solidarity with 
the whole human family.’ 

“Seeking economic, military or political superiority at 
the, expense of the rights of other nations places in 
jeopardy any prospects for tue development or true 
peace,’’ he added. 

“T appeal for further cfforts to reduce arms to the 
minimum necessary for legitimate defense, and for 
increased measures to aid the developing countrics 
become self-reliant,’’ the pope said. 

“AIL states are inevitably affected by the poverty of 
other states; all states inevitably suffer from the lack of 
results of disarmament,’’ he added. 

Regarding the foreign debt of poor countries, the pope 
asked greater cooperation among lender and borrower 
nations and international financial institutions. 

“Many aspects of this issue — protectionism, prices of 
raw materials, priorities in investment, respect for 
obligations contracted as well as consideration of the 
internal condition of the debtor countrics — would 
benefit from seeking in solidarity those solutions that 
promote stable development,’’ he said. 


“ 


The harmful effects of such phenomena are seen in 
“the frightening spectre of young children who are 
abandoned or forced into the marketplace,’ the pope 
said. 


Son Rise Christian Store 
Religious Articles, Bibles, Rosaries, 


Medals, Greeting Cards 
Serving all of North County 300 N. Brandon 
%28-6535 Fallbrook, CA 92028 


Anyone interested in a 
daily Traditional Latin AY 
»Mass, according to the [{™] 
Holy Father’s Indult, in the 
San Diego area, please call 
475-9276, 475-7181 

“or 298-2866. 
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DEDICATION — Bishop Leo T. Maher blesses a 
room in the new convent for the Sisters Servants of 
the Blessed Sacrament who _ staff Calexico’s 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools. Shown 
with the bishop are Sister Ana Rosa Aceves, left, 


By Joyce Carr 


CALEXICO — Bishop Leo T."Maher dedicated the 
nearly completed convent of the Sisters Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament Dec. 12. The sisters staff Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Academy and Vincent Memorial High 
School. 


Before the dedication the bishop addressed faculty, 
students and parents gathered at the elementary 
school. He thanked the sisters ‘‘for the years of service 
they have given in Calexico. They show forth the king- 
dom of God among us,”’ he said. 

He also commended their work with the laity in 
“‘filling the lives of youth with positive values.”’ 

He urged his audience to speak out against greedy 
forces in the community bent on ‘‘contaminating our 
youth with drugs. If we remain silent, we are not ful- 
filling our obligations as Christians,’ he said, adding 
that “‘civilization is built on Judeo-Christian values.” 

Bishop Maher said the sisters’ former convent was 
torn down a week after he condemned it last year. 

The crowd then moved across the street to the new 
convent where a mariachi band entertained during the 
ceremonies. 


photo by Jim Carr 
vice principal of Vincent Memorial High School, 
Sister Lucila Maria Montano, superior of the Sisters 
Servants of the Blessed Sacrament, and Sister Luz 
Maria Jimenez, principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
School. 


Bishop dedicates convent 


After praying outside the building, the bishop 
blessed each of the 20 empty rooms, followed by the 
band and hundreds of spéctators. 

The program began with songs and dances per- 
formed by pupils of Our Lady of Guadalupe School. 

The 7,000-foot Spanish-tiled convent will house 
eight sisters who expect to move in next month. It 
includes a chapel, conference room, community room, 
dining room, reception area, nine bedrooms and two 
guest rooms. 

“It is not luxurious, but we will have more privacy 
and convenience, said Sister Ana Rosa Aceves, vice 
principal of the high school. 

Father Barry Vinyard, pastor of Our Lady of Guad- 
alupe Church, decried living conditions in the former 
convent. A nighttime fire caused by inadequate wiring 
“would have buried the sisters in the rubble,’” he said. 

Sister Aceves said the sisters sometimes felt unsafe in 
this 60-year-old home where they occasionally had no 
heat in the winter. ‘Vhe kitchen and laundry were lo- 
cated in a separate building. 

Total cost of the new convent was $365,000, Father 
Vinyard said, adding that parents decided to help off- 
set this amount by assessing themselves $15 cach 
month. 
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« TV specials offer viewers 
break from holiday blitz 


» 


That jingling sound you hear is not 
bells on the horse-drawn sleigh but coins 
tinkling into the cash registers of the 
networks. The profits are coming from 
holiday specials, many of which are rerun 
so often that they earn back in 
commercial income many their 
original cost. 

But let’s not deny the networks their 
chill-gotten gains if we also manage to get 
something: family entertainment, an 
excuse to escape the hubbub of the 
holiday blitz, or a reason to gather friends 
and kids for a sing- or cry-along. 

Already, many of the popular holiday 
specials have passed us by (the Grinch 
and the Peanuts gang have had their say), 
but many more lie in wait, several of 
them of top quality. 

Here’s a list to choose from. 
careful as Santa in picking your goodies 
so that you don’t overdose on the tube 
during what should be a season of prayer, 
joy and love. 

But if you’re looking for a respite and 
‘some relaxation, check these out: 

@ Dec. 19: ‘Babes in Voyland,”’ 
previously made by Laurel and Hardy 
and remade by Disney, is once again 
offered in aversion starring Drew 
Barrymore, Pat Morita, Eileen Brennan 
and Richard Mulligan. Featuring music 
by Leslie Bricusse, “‘Babes’’ tells the 
story of a little girl who sets out to save 


times 


Be as 


‘Toyland from the evil machinations. of 


Barnaby. 

® Dec. 20: ‘Christmas Snow,’ for 
trivia buffs, was the name olf the character 
Suzanne Somers played on *‘LThree’s 
Company.” In this instance, it is the ude 
of a one-hour special starring Katherine 
Helmond and Sid Caesar, He plays a 
mean landlord who wants to evict a 
widow (Helmond) and her two adopted 
children just in time for Chrisunas. 

e Dec. 20: “Christmas in Washing- 
ton’’ is the classy musical special for the 
season, offering performances by the 
U.S. Navy Glee club, U.S. Army Herald 


Trumpets, Shilo Baptist Ghurch Choir of 


Washington, | D.C. and others. John 
Forsythe hosts. 

® Dec. 21: ‘he Christmas GilU” stars 
John Denver as a widowed father who 
visits a small town where everyone still 
believes in) Santa. Soon, he is 
reconsidering his sour outlook on life. 
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Dependence and Independence 


Every good relationship provides opportunitics for independence — a 
chance to think for oneself’, express opinions, and have an influence on what 
goes on. Such independence is necessary to give cach partner self-respect. if 
we feel good about ourselves we have more to give to our partner. But if a 
relationship severely restricts the independence of one person, there is often 
¢ hostility and resentment. This may lead to a situation where one spouse 
feels that the only way to be an individual is outside or away from the 


Good relationships also provide a sense of commitment and security for the partners. It 
is important to know that your spouse is someone you can trust and rely on. ‘This isa 
healthy form of dependence. However, if partners insist on always being looked after and 
taken care of, this can strain any relationship. 

Many conflicts of couples can be traced to. difficulties with dependence and 
independence. It may help to discuss your problems with an experienced marriage 


Dr. Diana M. Greg, Licensed psychotherapist, Del Cerro Counseling, Psychology and 
Family Services, 7290 Navajo Rd., Suite 210, San Diego, CA 92119, 466-6463. 
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Tuned In 
By James Breig 


T.V. Review 


® Dec. 21: Gospel-singer Amy Grant, 
who is rapidly becoming a singing star 
outside of the restricted area of religious 
music, will appear in ‘“‘Headin’ Home for 
the Holidays’ with Dennis Weaver, Ed 
Begley, Jr. and Art Garfunkel. The 
musical special takes place in Montana. 

e Dec. 22: Loretta Young returns to 
TV after 23 years off to star in 
“Christmas Eve’? about a rich woman 
who brings her family together for one 
last holiday. 

e Dec. 23: Don’t miss “‘A Christmas 
Carol,’’ the George C. Scott version 
which first aired in 1984. Vhis excellent 
film captures the original Dickens’ mood 
and message. 

® Dec. 25: Another oldie but goodie is 
“The Gift of Love: A Christmas Story”’ 
with Angela Lansbury and Lee Remick. 
This Hallmark Hall of Fame special was 
first shown in 1983. 

e Dec. 26: Moving beyond Christmas, 
you can still find specials, like *‘Vhe 
Kennedy Center Honors: A Celebration 
of the Performing Arts,’’  {caturing 
Lucille Ball, Ray Charles, Hume 
Cronyn, Jessica Vandy, Yehudi Menuhin 
and Antony ‘Tudor. 


e Dec. 28: There’s absolutely no 


holiday connection to ‘“The Return of 


Sherlock Holmes,’’ but I'd be remiss in 
not advising fans of the Baker Street 
sleuth of yet another film version of A. 
Conan Doyle’s stories. In this one, a 
frozen Holmes is thawed in modern 
times, just in time to help Dr. Watson’s 
great-granddaughter, Janc, a private cye 
herself. 

¢ Dec. 30: Had enough of George C. 
Scott and Dickens? If not, the duo join 
again in ““Oliver ‘Pwist’’ with Scott as 
Fagin. ‘his special was first shown in 


1982. 


James Breig is the editor of The Evangelist, 
newspaper of the Diocese of Albany, N.Y. His 
column on 1V appears regularly in this newspaper. 
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BALLET CLASSIC — Vanessa Sharp as Clara admires the nutcracker as Hugh 
Bigney as Herr Drosselmeier looks on in Nutcracker, the Motion Picture, an 
adaptation of the Tchaikovsky fairy tale ballet, The Nutcracker. The U.S. 
Catholic Conference says the dancing is ‘unexceptional’ and the film 
suffers from ballet sequences that fight against the rhythm and emotions of 
the original score. The U.S. Catholic Conference classifies the film A-Il. 


Capsule reviews of movies 


NEW YORK (NC) — The following 
are capsule reviews of movies recently re- 
viewed by the U.S. Catholic Conference 
Department of Communication. 


‘‘Heartbreak Ridge’’ (Warners) 

This dramatic portrait of Gunnery Sgt. 
Highway demonstrates that the old axiom 
“‘walk softly but carry a big stick’’ still has 
meaning for some. Clint Eastwood directs 
and stars as the decorated Marine veteran 
nearing retirement whose last assignment 
is to twain a reconnaissance troop to make 
it combat-ready. His outdated idea that 
might makes right and his philosophy that 
the end justifies the means unfortunately 
wins out. The extensive amount of 
profanity and vulgar language which lead 
up to some violent scenes of combat are 
equally unfortunate. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference classification is O — morally 
offensive. Vhe Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is R — 
restricted. 


“The Golden Child’”’ (Paramount) 
Eddie Murphy stars as the private eye 
specializing in cases involving youngsters. 
He becomes the chosen one assigned to 
save the life of a Tibetan toddler who is 
revered as the world’s savior. This battle 
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to the Catholic community 
since 1946. 


4710 Cass St. 
488-5553 
488-7575 


De 


Michael G. Kielty 


M:B., B.S. (Lond.), F.A.C.S., F.A.C.O.G., K.C.*H.S. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
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Continuous & dignified service 


Mission Bay Chape < 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 


of almost good against extreme evil is 
spotted with harsh language and satanic 
imagery, including the remains of a 
gruesome cultist murder. Murphy is 
more irreverent than funny and _ his 
romantic fling with co-star Charlotte 
Lewis adds to the unwholesomeness and 
crudity of the comedy. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference classification is O — morally 
offensive. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is PG-13 — 
parents strongly cautioned to provide 
special guidance for attendance of 
children under 13. 


‘‘Crimes of the Heart’ (De Laurentis) 
Mutual love and acceptance keep three 
sisters together and help them survive 
their weaknesses in this portrait based on 
Beth Henley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play of the same name. Diane Keaton, 
Jessica Lange and Sissy Spacek display 
insight, tenderness and _ forgiveness 
elicited by Bruce Beresford’s direction in 
spite of a casual attitude toward infidelity. 
The U.S. Catholic Conference 
classification is A-II1] — adults. The 
Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG-13 — parents strongly 
cautioned to provide special guidance {& 
attendance of children under 13. 


R.E. Riling Plumbin 
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR E> 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 
Clem G. Berrill 


3371 Adams Ave. 
San Diego 282-8172 


Telephone 
(619) 453-1553 


NASA 


eo ee 


December 19, 1986, Southern Cross — 13 


J 


Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Dec. 21, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Bishop Leo T. Maher 
Christmas Mass 
Celebrant 


a San Diego — Central 
Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites, Vhird Order, 
“meeting, Dec. 21, Carmelite Monastery. Info: 444-4971. 
Catholic Singles Club Christmas Mass, Dec. 25, 10 
a.m., St. Patrick Church. Followed by continental break- 
fast at Jon Florian’s home. Reservations; 563-5750. 

New Year’s Eve dance, Dec. 31, Blessed Sacrament 
parish hall, 7:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Music by The 
Weekenders. $10. Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 
and P.T.G.. Call: 582-2184 or 286-2276. 

New Year’s party by the Catholic Singles Club, Dec. 
31, 8 p.m. $2 charge for non-members. Information: 
695-9190. 

Open House, Jan. 10, 11 a.m.-2 p-m., Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace. 

, Open House, Jan. 11, 12:30-3:30 p.m., St. Augustine 
High School. 

Placement tests, Jan. 17, 8 a.m., Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace. 

Placement tests, Jan. 17, 8 a.m., St. Augustine High 
School 

Tridentine Latin Mass, Sundays, 9 a.m, holydays, 
noon, Holy Cross Chapel. Celebrant: Msgr. Tullio 
Andreatta. Confessions and rosary precede Mass. Info: 
298-8763. 

PATRONS, a Catholic organization for separated, 
divorced and widowed, meets second and fourth Sundays, 
6 p.m., St. Therese Church:hall. Group offers activities, 
companionship and support. Details: 292-8945 or 
449-7155. 

Catholic Alumni Club, a diocesan-approved organi 
zation for single, college-educated Catholic men and 
women; group has social, religious, cultural, charitable, 
and recreational activities. More: 295-7000 ext. 258. 

Sounds of Ireland may be heard Sat. afternoons, 3:30 
p-m., on KMJC-91 (A.M.). Hosted by Dan Sorahan. 
Details: 276-5974. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support 
group for separated, divorced, and widowed Catholics, 
meets every other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., La Sala 
Auditorium, San Diego Mission. More: 280-9225. 

Cursillo Singles, a group for singles (separated, di- 
vorced, widowed, never married) of all ages, meets 
Tuesdays, 7:15-9:30 p.m., Cathedral Club, corner of 
Third and Beech. Group’s focus is on spirituality: — to 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE 


CITY 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, License 
Number (C10-487307, all work, large and small jobs. 
problems solved, homes rewired Reliable, experienced. Call Travis 
(all or part), small repairs, smoke at 277-6484 — leave 
detectors, dusk to dawn lighting, message. TFN 
call day or night, 223-1917 or 
469-2900 Robert. TFN 


YOUNG MAN needs hauling and tree 


QUALITY EXTERIOR PAINTING & HOT 
© PRESSURE WASHING. References 
and insurance, for free estimate 
call Erick 226-6275. TFN 


a 


THANK YOU St. Jude for favors 
granted. 12/12,18;1/8 


THANK YOU St. Jude and Sacred Heart 


2 eye alana en eh lta for favors received. K.M. 12/19 


Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screens, doors and 


THANK YOU St. Jude for favors 


eesolar screens. Fiberglass. received. | shall continue to pray 

Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 to you. DMF 12/19; 
days a week. Call 263-4351. TFN eT GG on 3U Rok 

J & T CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, THANK YOU, our Lady of the 


miraculous medal for employment. 
for myself and my sister. You 
always answer my prayers. 12/19 


decorative walls & concrete work. 
Residential specialist. Free 
estimate. 443-1574. TFN 
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"adult education program, Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m., St. James 


20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Friday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


_._ CLASSIFICATION 


share the Christ that dwells within each of us. Call: 
560-7498. 

STALPAR Club, for Catholic widowed and never 
married men and women over 35, meets first Sunday of 
the month, 4:30 p.m., St. Vincent Church hall, Mission 
Hills. Meeting followed by dinner. More: 295-4524. 

Adorers wanted, Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Holy 
Spirit Church, 2725 55th St. Info: 264-0896. 

Catholic Young Adult Downtown Ministry seeks 
volunteers, Tuesdays, 8 p.m. in front of the Main Post 
Office, 8th Ave. and E St., Downtown. Volunteers dis- 
tribute food, love and clothing to the homeless. Call: 
238-0378 or 549-3225. 

Volunteer tutors needed at St. Vincent de Paul 
Shelter, Thursdays 7-9 p.m. Info: 238-0378, 566-1416. 

Catholic Singles Club invites singles ages 21-40 to join 
them in various activities including dinners, dances and 
sporting events. For info, write CSC, P.O. Box 80123, 
San Diego, CA. 92138. 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena, Monday, 7 
p.m., Mission San Diego de Alcala. Call: 283-7319. 


San Diego — North 


“Sunday Nights of Advent-1986’’ adult education 
series. Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, Ocean 
Beach. Father Ron Pachence to speak on ‘‘Jesus.’’ Infor- 
mation: 224-2746, 224-0475. 

“Hanging of the Greens,’’ by the parish youth and 
handbell choirs of St. Brigid’s, Dec. 21, 4 p-m., St. Brigid 
Church, Pacific Beach. 

Concelebrated Christmas Eve Mass, the ‘‘Mass in 
Honor of St. Nicholas’? by Hadyn to be performed by 
parish choir of St. Brigid, Pacific Beach, Dec. 24, 10 p.m. 

““Mass at the Crib,’’ (Missa Ad Praesape), by the 
English composer George Malcom, Dec. 25, 11:30 a.m., 
St. Brigid’s Church. Singing by the Schola (small choir). 

Ladies’ retreat, Jan. 9-11, El] Carmelo, Redlands. 
Single $65; double $60. Busfare $15. Info: 454-6075, 
442-2363, 440-1351, 422-8013. 

La Jolla Deanery, D.C.C.W., meeting, Jan. 13, 10 
a.m., St. Charles Borromeo parish hall, Loma Portal. 
Mass and luncheon follow. Reservations due by Jan. 11. 
Call: 223-3245, 272-1512. 


North County 


Christmas preparation retreat, Dec. 19-21, Mission 
San Luis Rey. Details: 757-3659. 

“Turn Your Heart Toward Home,’’ an adult 
education film series, Jan. 7, 14, 21, and Feb. 4, 11, 18, 
St. James parish, Solana Beach. Mike Kamplain, 
coordinator. Call: 755-7669. 

Gospel of Mark, an adult education series, Jan. 
135)205,27; Feb..3, 10; 17, 24 and, March 3, 10,.17,:7:30 
p.m., St. James parish, Solana Beach. Speaker: Deacon 
John Brice. Details: 755-7669. 

““Making Moral Decisions in Today’s World,’’ an 


ZIP 


MOVIN’ MUSIC — mobile disc jockey 
service for your dances and 


DO YOU need computer instruction, 
installation, or programming? We 


parties. Excellent sound and charge typically $15/hr. for 
lighting equipment. TOP 40. groups, businesses, or home. 
Affordable. David Quantum Leap, 
574-7530. 11/7,14,21,28; 297-1078. 12/5,12,19 
12/5,12,19 


VIDEO YOUR Christmas events — 

- school, plays, recitals. Profes- 
sional equipment, single multiple 
cameras. Affordable rate. Free 
copy to church. ICT VIDEO ‘ 
436-4178. 12/12,26; 1/9 Rt asm 

ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE Wed- 
ding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 


TORRI’S DELICATESSEN will cater your 
holiday party NOW - pay for it 
NEXT YEAR with VISA or M.C. 


ROOM WITH private bath, near Kaiser 


Meat, cheese; -veggie, fruit 
Hospital with kitchen privileges, trays, 6-ft. sandwiches. Free 
close to all, reasonable. Call delivery with minimum purchase. 
583-4266. TFN 560-5394. 12/19 


COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


parish, Solana Beach. Speaker: Fr. Rand Reichert. 
More: 755-7669. 

North American Conference of Separated, Divorced, 
and Remarried Catholics, a weekly support group, meets 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., St. James parish, Solana Beach. 
Details: 433-9176. teks 

““How to Become a Catholic Even Though You Are 
One,’? an adult education program offered each 
Tuesday, 9 a.m. or 7:30 p.m., Resurrection parish, 
Escondido. Conducted by Sr. Mary Lou Carlson. Info: 
747-6187. 


South Bay 


Bus trip to view Rose Parade floats, Jan 2, followed 
by lunch (on own) at Beadle’s Cafeteria and visit to 
Huntington Library, art collections and botanical 
gardens. $18.50. Sponsored by Corpus Cristi parish. 
Call: 479-3377. 

Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Church of the Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. For 
sign up, call 422-2100 or 425-5578. , 


New Year’s Eve party, Holy Trinity parish hall, El 
Cajon. Begins at 7 p.m.; buffet dinner at 8 p.m.; dancing 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. to Danny Hale’s Band. Cost: $12.50. 
Sponsored by Y.L.I., Y.M.I. and K of C. Reservations: 
442-3869 or 447-9251. $s 

St. Martin’s pilgrimage to Ireland, Wales, England, 
Scotland, June 22-July 11 (21 days). Info: Mary 
Giacinto, 466-1096. : 

Monthly social, St. Louise de Marillac Altar and 
Rosary Society, every third Thursday, 1-4 p.m. 
~ Monthly luncheon every second Thurs., 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. Santa Sophia parish auditorium. $3.50 donation:: 
Sponsored by parish Ladies’ Inspirational Friendship 
Experience. Reservations: 444-7190, 466-7593. 


ORDER TO VACATE, DISMISSAL, RE- 
INSTATE JUDGMENT (FAMILY LAW) 
CASE NUMBER D 197200 
NOTICE! 

TO: TINA MARIE HALES - A hearing 
on this motion for the relief 
requested in the attached 
application will be held as follows: 
If child custody or visitation is an 
issue in this proceeding, Civil 
Code section 4607 requires 
mediation before or concurrently 
with the hearing below. 

DATE: January 29, 1987 per 026 

TIME: 8:45 a.m. in Dept. 18/19/20 

November 19, 1986; 11/28; 
12/5,12,19 


ns 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059: 
2869 Ridgeway Dr., National 
City, 267-2577. TFN 


JOSEPH B. VRBANCIC, ESQ. 

3838 Camino del Rio North, Suite 
162, San Diego, CA 92108, 

(619) 283-7364 

ATTORNEY FOR: David Odell Hales 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 


ADVERTISE 
HERE 


220 W. Broadway, San Diego, CA 
92101 
DEPT. 18/19/20 
MARRIAGE OF: 
PETITIONER: TINA MARIE HALES 
RESPONDENT: DAVID ODELL HALES 
NOTICE OF MOTION TO RE-ISSUE 


GET 
RESULTS! 
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Por el Sr. Obispo Gilberto Chavez 


El 25 de diciembre celebramos el nacimiento del 
Nifio Jestis. Este gran regalo de regalos, Cristo, que 
nos da el Padre Celestial viene a cambiar la historia del 
mundo y a transformarnos. 

Las sociedades transmiten este Espiritu-de Navidad 
por medio de celebraciones — las posadas, los 
pesebres, cantos navidefios, coronas, de adviento y 
regalos. Estas actividades nos ayudan a recordar la 
primera Navidad. 

Lo importante de la Navidad consiste no solamente 
en recordar el nacimiento sino en comprender su 
significado mas profundo. 

Jesucristo al nacer viene a traernos en primer lugar 
una buena nueva de esperanza que Dios es fiel a sus 
promesas. La alianza hecha con su pueblo, Israel, y las 
proclamaciones a los profetas que Dios habia de 
mandar un Salvador. 

En segundo lugar, Cristo nos trae su salvacidn a 
todo el munde. Nos ofrece la reconciliacién con el 
Padre y nos hace entrar en e] proceso de caminar por la 
historia hacia la vida eterna. 

En tercer lugar, el nacimiento nos anuncia la 

_ continuacidn del proceso de establecer el Reino de Dios 
en este mundo, esto es transformar el mundo para que 
la gente escoja el reino de paz — fraternidad, igualdad, 
amor; justicia, solidaridad y libertad. 


ENTRADA — El Obispo Emilio Berlie 
de Tijuana (der.), el Obispo Maher, y el 
Diacono Gilberto Velarde, presidente 
de la Confederacién Guadalupana, 


Navidad es la celebracion 
del regalo de regalos — Cristo 


entran a Golden Hall para celebrar la 
Misa en honor de la patrona de la 
Américas. Mas de 2,000 personas 
asistieron a la liturgia. 


Cristo por lo tanto es el medio necesario para 
conseguir una vida nueva que la sociedad no puede 
darnos. La sociedad solo puede sonar y anhelar un 
mundo nuevo. Cristo puede y desea ardientemente 
darnos los medios necesarios para alcanzar la meta del 
Reino de Dios. 

Si deseamos una vida nueva en estos dias de 
Navidad, se consigue aceptando a Jesucristo, su 
proyecto del Reino de Dios y su salvacion. 

Jesucristo nos entrega su Espiritu, su amor, sus 
criterios, su practica de vida en esta Navidad para que 
poco a poco todos trabajemos por el Reino de Dios. Si 
no hay cambio en nuestras vidas y la sociedad, quiere 
decir que no hemos escuchado a Dios. 

Que esta Navidad nos comprometamos a hacer 
memoria de las razones y motivos por los que Dios se 
encarna en la historia. 

Que sepamos como Jestis responder al compromiso 
de cambiar la sociedad, de establecer la compasion y la 
justicia. 

Que cambiemos lo torcido de los caminos del pecado 
€ injusticias para que Cristo pueda llegar a ser un 
liberador entre nosotros. 

Que surjan profetas y profetisas que preparen los 
oidos del pueblo, y asi, con Jesus entre nosotros se 
cumpla el plan de Dios. 

Que nuestra Navidad sea feliz caminando con 
Jesucristo. 


foto por Sam Lucero 


PRESENTACION — La reina de la 
Confederacion Guadalupana, Carla 
Estrada, ofrece una rosa al Obispo 
Leo T. Maher durante la Santa Misa 


‘‘Lo importante de la Navidad 
consiste no solamente en recordar el 
nacimiento sino en comprender su 
significado mas profundo. . . Cristo 
por lo tanto es el medio necesario 
para conseguir una vida nueva que la 
sociedad no puede darnos.’’ 


foto por Sam Lucero 


para la fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de 
Guadalupe. Larosarepresentaunode ~ 
los cinco temas del Ill Encuentro 
Hispano de Pastoral. 


Obispo: La Guadalupe anima a los hispanos 


Por Verénica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Centenares de partici- 
pantes, algunos llevando vestuarios tradi- 
cionales de los indios mexicanos, mar- 
charon de la Iglesia de Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe al Community Concourse 
donde se concelebré la Santa Misa en 
honor de la Virgen de Guadalupe el 14 de 


“OFRENDA —-.Un ‘nifid~ 6frece una 
réplica de la aparicion de la Virgen de 
Guadalupe en el cerro de Tepeyac al 


diciembre. 

El Obispo Leo T. Maher y el Obispo 
Auxiliar Gilberto Chavez estaban entre cl 
desfile que incluyé Confederaciones 
Guadalupanas parroquiales, grupos juve- 
niles y Defensores de la Fe Catolica de 
Tijuana. 

Los obispos de San Diego se reunicron 
con.el Obispo Emilio Berlie de Tijuana, cl 


foto por Sam Lucero 
Obispo Ulises Macias Salcedo -de 
Mexicali durante el Ofertorio de la 
Misa. 


Obispo Ulises Macias Salcedo de Mexi- 
cali, y mas de 30 sacerdotes diocesanos 
para la liturgia en Golden Hall. El 
Diacono Gilberto Velarde, presidente de 
la Confederacién Guadalupana de la did- 
cesis, ayud6 en la Misa a la cual asisticron 
mas de 2,000 personas. 

En su homilia, el Obispo Chavez les 
dijo a la asamblea que este aconteci- 
miento anual era una celebracién doble 
porque inicio el afio de jubilco diocesano 
— conmemorando 50 afios de la funda- 
cidn de la Didcesis de San Diego y 25 afos 
de ordenaciédn episcopal del Obispo 
Maher. 

Dijo que Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe 
vino a traer Animo y una razon para vivir 
a los indios como Juan Diego, a quicn se 
aparecié la Virgen en el cerro del ‘Vepeyac 
en las afueras de la Ciudad de México en 
1531. “‘Vino a dar sentido a la vida a los 
que sufren.”’ 

El mensaje de Nuestra Senora cra que 
Cristo invita a todos los que estan bauti- 
zados, y aun los no bautizados, a la vida 
nueva, dijo el Obispo Chavez. 

La Virgen pide otro milagro, la conver- 
sion del pueblo para que sirva a otros y a 
la Iglesia, anadio. 

El Obispo Chavez reviso la historia de 
los hispanos bajo los tres obispos que han 
guiado a la didcesis desde su principio. 

Como la Virgen de Guadalupe, los 
obispos Charles Buddy, Francis Furey y 
Maher dieron ‘‘vida a los hispanos’’ en la 
didcesis, dijo. Esto se muestra en que se 


nombraron tres parroquias en honor de la 
patrona de las Américas. 

Se puede expresar la fe por medio de la 
cultura, dijo el Obispo Chavez. Hispanos 
tienen ‘‘el derecho”’ de cclebrar la Misa y 
recibir los sacramentos cn espanol, 
anadio. 

La carta pastoral sobre los hispanos 
escrita por los obispos de los Estados, 
Unidos dice que los hispanos ‘*son un don 
a la Iglesia”’ de este pais, dijo, anadicndo 
que 500 afios de evangelizacién catolica 
hispana muy pronto sc conmemoraran cn 
América Latina. 

El Obispo Chavez not6 que las 
banderas exhibidas en la Misa 
representaron los cinco temas del IL 
Encuentro — evangelizacién, educacion 
integral, jOvenes, formacion de lideres y 
justicia social. 

Para expresar la 
continuara el proceso del 
cinco rosas_ simbolizando 
fueron presentadas al Obispo 
después de la homilia. 

Muchos milagros son implicados con la 
aparicidn de la Virgen ‘de Guadalupe, 
dijo el Obispo Maher después de la distri- 
bucién de la Eucaristia. Not6 como uno 
de estos la imagen de la Virgen en la tlma 
de Juan Diego que esta en la‘ Basilica de la 
capital de México. i 

La gente hispana refleja la belleza de la 
Virgen, afiadio. ‘Son un pucblo admir, 
able y Dios les ha dado muchos dones 
maravillosos.”’ 


esperanza que 
encucntro, 
tcllas 


Maher 
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Catholic newsmaker: 
Archbishop Hunthausen 


By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Archbishop 
Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle took 
clear first place as both religious 
personality and news event of 1986 in the 
annual National Catholic News Service 
poll of Catholic editors. 

It was the first year since Pope John 
Paul II’s election as pope in 1978 that the 
pontiff was not voted the leading religious 
wgwsmaker. He finished third. 

In the vote for top story, the 44 U.S. 
and Canadian editors who answered the 
poll gave the Hunthausen case 20 first- 
place votes and 335 of a possible 440 
points overall, using a scale of 10 points 
for first place to one point for 10th. 

In the vote for religious newsmaker the 
Seattle archbishop received 16 first-place 
votes and 151.5 points out of a possible 
220. The newsmaker point scale runs | to 
5, since editors are asked to rank only the 
top five personalities. 

Archbishop Hunthausen has been in 
the national news since early September 
when he revealed that under Vatican 
instructions he was ceding full authority 
over certain archdiocesan affairs to his 
auxiliary, Bishop Donald Wuerl. His 
situation was the topic of an intense five- 
hour closed-door meeting of the whole 
U.S. Catholic hierarchy in November. 
¢ Aclear second in editors’ votes, both.as 
news personality and news story of 1986, 
was moral theologian Father Charles E. 
Curran and the controversy over the 
Vatican decision that he can, no longer 
teach as a Catholic theologian: 

Among other news stories, the U.S. 
Catholic bishops’ national pastoral letter 
on the economy, which called U.S. 
treatment of the poor a scandal, finished 
third and was the only other religious 
event that receivéd a vote count even 


Priest’s mother killed while 
delivering food to rescue mission 


close to those of the Hunthausen and 
Curran controversies. 

For the 1986 poll editors were given a 
list of 25 news events and 14 newsmakers 
to choose from, with responses due by 
Dec. 10. Some editors voted ties or added 
write-in entries. 

Here are the results on the top 10 
stories and top five personalities, with the 
number of first-place votes added in 
parentheses: 

NEWS STORIES OF 1986: 

1. Hunthausen controversy, 335 points 
(20 first-place votes). 

2. Curran controversy, 319 (6). 

3. Bishops’ pastoral on the economy, 
294 (6). 

4. Philippines, church-aided peaceful 
overthrow of Marcos regime, 184 (6). 

5. Nicaragua’s church-state conflict 
and religious criticism of U.S. backing for 
anti-government guerrillas there, 159.5 
(0). 

6. Interfaith prayer summit for peace 
convened by pope in Assisi, 137 (1). 

7. Vatican’s homosexuality document 
draws controversy, 122 (0). 

8. Aging Religious, facing financial 
crisis, receive national attention, 118 (1). 

9. Papal travels to nine countries, 88.5 

10. Farm crisis brings national, 
efforts from churches, 88 (1). 

NEWSMAKERS OF 1986: 

1. Archbishop Hunthausen, 151.5 (16 
first-place votes). 

2. Father Curran, 124.3 (3). 

3. Pope John Paul, 100 (9). 

4. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Vatican 
official who oversaw the Curran and 
Hunthausen investigations, as well as 
homosexuality document and _ several 
other controversial church actions, 91 (5). 


local 


5. Corazon Aquino, new president of 


the Philippines, 62 (6). 


1986 IN REVIEW — The year of 1986 began with tragedy when teacner Christa 
McAuliffe and six astronauts were killed in the space shuttle Challenger explosion. 
The election of Corazon Aquino in the Philippines and the overthrow of the Duvalier 
regime in Haiti signaled the end of two oppressive governments while South Africa 
continued to struggle under apartheid. Pope John Paul released his Holy Spirit 
encyclical, became the first modern-day pope to preach in a Jewish synagogue and 
convened the first prayer summit for-world peace in Assisi among world religious 
leaders. A restored Statue of Liberty celebrated her 100th birthday July 4 and in 
May people across the nation joined hands for the hungry and homeless in Hands 
Across America. In April Chernoby!/ suffered the worst nuclear power plant disaster 
in history. Seattle Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen, stripped by the Vatican of 
part of his ecclesiastical authority, was the subject of controversy. Father 
Lawrence Martin Jenco. was released by Lebanese terrorists in July after 18 
months in captivity. The U.S. bishops in November approved the pastoral letter on 


the economy. 
VIDEO FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


~CHRISTMAS 
LOOKING 


* Children discover the real 


STAR OF 
THE KING 


* Animated Christmas 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (NC) — A Nashville pricst’s 
mother, known for her help to the poor and homeless, was 
iedled Dec. 10 after working at her son’s parish soup 
kitchen. 

The body: of Mary Catherine Strobel, 74, was found in 
the trunk of-her car Dec. 11. She had been missing since 
Dec. 9 when she left Holy Name Parish, where her son, 
Father Charles F. Strobel, is pastor. According to an 
autopsy she died Dec. 10 as the result of being beaten and 
stabbed. 

Strobel went to her son’s church several days a week to 
help in the kitchen and to pick up food to deliver to needy 


cialgel B. 


© Catholic Four-Year College-Preparatory Capra 


& 


Including Computer Programming 


College and Career Guidance 
Full Athletic Program 
Central Location 

Serving San Diego County Since 1922 
OPEN HOUSE 
| 


FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. 


Sunday, January 11, 1987 
PLACEMENT TEST 
Saturday, January 17, 1987 
: 3266 Nutmeg St., 
| (619) 282-2184 


St. Augustine Gi figh bina 


ue Ky : » aes : 
th + a RRO eB corsa 
: frit i =a | 
« 


Fully Accredited By Western Association of Schools and Colleges 


San Diego, CA 92104 


people, said Tim Pauley, the building and kitchen 
supervisor for the church’s homeless project. 

She apparently was killed while on her way to. the 
Union Rescue Mission to deliver extra food from Holy 
Name’s kitchen. 


‘She always brought in a lot of love and a lot of 


laughter with her,’’ Pauley said. ‘‘She was always on the 
go, bringing food to people.” 

The funeral Mass was celebrated Dec. 
of the Assumption, 
with all her life. Father Suwobel and Bishop James D. 
Niedergeses of Nashville concelebrated. 


13 at the Church 
the church she had been associated 


8 a.m. 
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16 — Southern Cross, December 19, 1986 
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meaning of Christmas. 


ONLY 34.95 


legend of the Three Kings. 
Color ONLY 29.95 


VHS & BETA 
SPECIAL OFFER: Purchase both cassettes and 
receive the FREE book “Living and Celebrating the 
Advent Christmas Season.” 


January.17, 1987 


ORDER FROM: 

St. Paul Catholic Book & Audio-Visual Center 

1570 5th Ave., San Diego, CA 92101 
232-1442 
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